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IF YOU ARE CONCERNED WITH YOUR CHILD'S ABILITY TO ASK
AND ANSWER QUESTIONS, CONTACT US TODAY!

It is important to understand that kiddos typically
understand questions before they ask them.  And,

understanding and asking questions involves a combination
of many areas of language:

 

answers yes/no questions (e.g., "want cookie?" or "is
mommy home?")
answers "what is that?" questions
answers "where is____?" questions
asks questions with some rising intonation (e.g.,
"teddy?" for "where is teddy?")
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answers "what doing?" questions
answers "who is____?" questions
asks "where____?" questions
asks "what ____?" questions
begins to ask "why" as a single word

answers "when____?" questions
answers "why____?" questions
answers "how many___?" questions
asks "do you____?" questions (e.g., "do you want to
go jump?")
asks "are we going to___? questions (e.g., "are we
going to the park?"
asks "can" or "may" questions 

vocabulary (understanding question words, understanding words
within the questions and ability to use words for expected answers)

syntactical structure (understanding meaning with various word order
since questions do not follow the same word order as sentences) 

social communication (understanding that questions are looking for
missing information and serve a purpose for interaction/conversation)

It is important to always balance questions and comments
when interacting with your kiddos! When trying to expand

language, comments are more inviting. However, if your child
is a talker and you are practicing or introducing asking or
answering questions, consider some of these strategies: 

provide choices for answering questions

expose and teach your child to relevant vocabulary so that they can
answer various questions (e.g., prepositions for "where" or community
helpers for "who" questions)

model asking questions (e.g. when your child asks a question, repeat their
question with appropriate word order)
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